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15 –  THE VERY NEXT NEW THING – A TWEET ON THE ROAD?
by Gini Graham Scott, PhD

Do you miss being connected to the Internet when you are driving in your car?  Do you want to say something quickly or keep up with the quick thoughts of others while you both drive?


Well, very soon, you can, because coming to a car near you is the ability to tweet back and forth.  Yes, there may be a little delay to use all the features because of safety concerns and legal roadblocks – pun intended, since you are on the road.  But if technology can build it, expect it soon.

I discovered this new development in one of my favorite sources for new trends – the U.K. Telegraph – in an article: “CES 2010: Ford Unveils Tweeting Car.”  Yes, that’s right, this is the first tweeting car, which means that new cars will be able to read the twitter messages others send as they drive along.  In fact, once safety fears are overcome, drivers may even be able to tweet back using a new voice recognition technology installed in cars.


Supposedly, these tweeting cars will make what people already do safer, since people already talk on the phone, use MP3 players, glance on maps, and yes, tweet using their iPhones.  But now, according to a Ford spokesperson, having a Twitter feed in your car will actually make driving safer, since you will be able to keep both of your hands on the steering wheel as you drive. That’s the case, because the technology, developed through a Ford-Microsoft partnership, connects a computer integrated into the car with a mobile phone that can browse the Internet.   


So now instead of having to fiddle with a mobile phone, you can read the messages on your car’s computer or listen to them through voice recognition technology.  Then eventually, once the legal and safety hurdles are overcome, you can respond back and the voice recognition software will turn your statements into tweets.  Presumably that means you’ll have to talk in short 140 character sentences, or maybe the software will parse whatever you are saying into multiple tweets.   


In any event, I think this is another amazing breakthrough that will only intensify the trend to get quickly to the point in whatever you say, in whatever medium.  That’s because now spoken as well as written messages will have to be shorter, and everyone will have to be more precise in what they say.  For example, if you are used to speaking with lots of “uhmmms”, “you knows,” or “you sees,” that’ll all add to your word count, unless, of course, the software is trained to eliminate such expressions, which might well be the case.  But if not, you’ll need to pay more attention to what you are saying to keep to the 140 character limit – about 25 words, based on an average count of 5 letters per word, and some extra characters for spacing.  

This breakthrough will also help to further shorten everyone’s attention span, since not only do people have to keep their written messages to 140 characters, but now they have to do that in their speaking.  Since speaking is faster than writing, many people may prefer to simply speak their tweets.  And as more and more people tweet on the go more frequently, especially the millions of people who spend hours in a daily commute or have jobs that involve extensive driving, like truck and taxi drivers, this can change our patterns of speech.  It’ll contribute to people having less and less to say to one another, because people will become increasingly accustomed to talk in 140 character/25 word tweets.


Then, too, as people become more and more accustomed to tweeting back and forth on the road, this could affect radio listening in the car, too.  For example, instead of listening to the radio to get your news, you may learn what’s happening from your regular tweets.  Then, as you tweet about what you are doing, that will affect what others are listening and responding to.  At least, you can still listen to music on the radio or CD player, while you tweet.


So what if you have an accident while you’re tweeting? You might still be able to tweet about it to – or maybe your car can give that final report, so people can hear that final crash turned into a tweet – CRASH! BOOM! ARRGHH! BOOM!  So even if you can’t tweet yourself, at least your car can speak – er…tweet for you.  


But should cars be allowed to tweet in the first place?  Maybe that’s a questions we should start asking, before cars start answering the question with a big loud TWEET! 
**********
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